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KNOW WE'RE HERE. 
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About ten years ago, a lawyer friend of mine told me that 
! could sue DC Comics for a million dollars or more. The 
lawyer, a lady who'd worked in the comics business for 
many years, had discovered that I'd started writing profes- 
sionally for DC Comics in 1965 when | was thirteen years 
old, and had written many dozens of stories for DC's top- 
selling titles while | was between the ages of thirteen and 
eighteen. Because | was a minor, she said, the legal agree- 
ments that I'd signed granting DC ownership of the stories 
I'd written and the characters I'd created (two of which 
were featured in their own series) were meaningless. She 
told me that | owned those stories, and would be entitled to 
all the income DC had received from licensing them for 
publication worldwide, or statutory copyright damages, 
whichever was greater. She said the case was airtight, and 
urged me to pursue it. 

{never even considered it for amoment. 
: You see, !’d been offered the same deal as everybody else 
in comics in those days, and, minor or not, I‘d understood it 
perfectly. Moreover, I'd agreed to it enthusiastically— 
thrilled to have the chancé to write comics, and very glad to 
be paid what | was paid, because my family needed that 
money. 

It wouldn't be right to go back on the deal. 

Recently, a reporter from Phoenix asked me, “Do you 
think your comics provide good role models for your 
younger readers?” That's a pretty standard question, and | 


gave it the standard answer—that providing good role 
models is not our goal. We don’t try to preach morals or 
values—business, we feel, best left to parents .and 
educators. We're entertainers. Our business is telling good 
stories. 

He seemed happy with that answer, and the interview 
moved on. Since then, however, I’ve given that subject 
more thought. The fact is that a good story must leave the 
reader with something more than he started with—a 
thought, an idea, an insight ... What thoughts, ideas and 
insights were conveyed to me when | was a reader? 

The Amazing Spider-Man was my favorite title back then. 
| identified with Peter Parker, because he and his Aunt May 
had money troubles just like my family did. Often his need 
was desperate, and he was faced with a choice between 
doing the self-serving, expedient thing and doing the right 
thing. He wasn’t a paragon. Once or twice he slipped. Hey, 
he was only human. But, you know, ! could tell that he 
learned from his mistakes, and in the end, when it counted, 
he always chose to do the right thing. 

My lawyer friend's name came up in conversation the 
other day, reminding me of my choice not to sue DC. It 
occurred to me then that Peter Parker wouldn't have done it 
either. 


Jim Shooter 
Editor in Chief 
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IULYANA CAN FIND YOU, SO SHE CAN KNEW WHERE AND WHEN 
NiHE Wistomical Patterns | | “Sentinels Because 
PRESERVED. = | LU REMEMBERED BEING 
( “RESCUED ONLY YOu 
bis IGE THE ge WEREN'T WITH USE 


HOW CAN YOU 
REMEMBER SOMETHING 
THAT--IN OUR TIME 
STREAM--NEVER 
HAPPENED22£ 


OUR ABANDONING THE 
EARTH ISN'T SALVATION-- 


UT THEY WILL 
I THINK, EVEN IF WE 


THE PRESENT {S$ FINISHED-- 
AND THE FUTURE AS WELL-- 
OUR ONLY HOPE LIES 

IN THE PAST. 


FAREWELL, FOREVER 
MES BRAVES. a“ c” D 


WHO CAN SAY, AMARA? BY THE TIME WE KNOW 

FOR CERTAIN, WHEN OUR PRESENT GROWS INTO 

WHAT WE NOW THINK OF AS THE FUTURE, IT 
WILL PROBABLY BE TOO LATE. 


FIGHT AND TRY TO MAKE A 
BETTER WORLD / 


K 
THING-- AND EVEN PERISH-- 
IN A NOBLE CAUSE / 
KNOW A LITTLE PEACE. INSTEAD, 
I HAVE STUMBLED INTO ANOTHER 


HOPE FOR THE BEST, 
RAHNE, NO MATTER WHAT? 


AYE! ALWAYS !! 
SO LONG AS WE 


WE'D BETTER GET MOVING. THE NN 
SENTINELS Fs BOUND TO BE 
SEARCHING FOR US, ANO WE'VE 

NO! aera HOW hatha TILL ILLYANA 


ae N 


DOES. »\ e 
ANOU We ine ‘EO 


